Service for the Lord’s Day
Pre-Service Music
Suite du Premier Ton, mvts. V, VI
Hayden Glasgow, Organ Scholar
Concerns of the Congregation

Louis-Nicolas Clérambault

Margaret Heidenreich

Call to Worship
Isaiah 60
Margaret Heidenreich
One: Arise! Shine!
All: God's light has come to reveal the way in this New Year.
One: Arise! Shine!
All: The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
One: Arise! Shine!
All: God's light penetrates the darkness that covers the world.
One: Arise! Shine!
All: Nations shall come to God's light and kings to the brightness of God's dawn.
Arise! Shine! For the Glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
Prelude
Suite du Premier Ton, mvt. VII
Hayden Glasgow, Organ Scholar

Louis-Nicolas Clérambault

Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell
Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and
onto the living Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Hymn #114

As with Gladness Men of Old

*Invocation
All: Light of God, illumine the path that leads us to healing, hope and salvation.
Glory of God, fill this sanctuary and expose the darkness that stalks our souls.
Light of God, shine with such brightness that we marvel in awe.
Glory of God, fill each temple of the Holy Spirit present today.
Light of God, Glory of God, we welcome you in this place.

*Prayer of Confession:
Margaret Heidenreich
All: Merciful God, whenever we seek you, love is what we find. But you do not
always find the same when you seek us. Love is patient, but often we are
impatient. Love is kind, but often we are rude. Love is not envious, but we
often covet. Love does not insist on its own way, but we often do just that.
Love does not rejoice in wrong doing, but we often celebrate violence. Love
never ends, and yet we do not always seek your love as our ultimate purpose.
Help us, loving God, to shed our sin and reflect the light of your love. Guide us
that we might have faith in your presence, that we might hope in your
providence, and, above all, that we might live with your love as our light.
*Moments of Silent Confession
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Though our efforts to love are often full of fault, God's steadfast love never fails. In Christ, turn to a
new way of life for you are forgiven! This is the Good News.
All: Thanks be to God.
*Gloria Patri #575

Glory Be to the Father

Anthem
I’ll Walk with God
Russell Watson
Jordan Krack, Baritone
I'll walk with God from this day on. His helping hand I'll lean upon.
This is my prayer, my humble plea. May the Lord be ever with me.
There is no death, though eyes grow dim. There is no fear when I'm near to him.
I'll lean on him forever and he'll forsake me never.
He will not fail me as long as my faith is strong. Whatever road I may walk along.
I'll walk with God, I'll take his hand. I'll talk with God, he'll understand.
I'll pray to him. Each day to him and he'll hear the words that I say.
His hand will guide my throne and rod and I'll never walk alone while I walk with God.
Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offertory
Fugue in E major, BWV 878
Hayden Glasgow, Organ Scholar
*Doxology #572

J.S. Bach

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
At this time all children invited to go to Children’s Church.

*Prayer of Dedication
Scripture Lesson
Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12
Lisa Allgood
Pew Bible pg. 528, 681; Large Print Bible pg. 1155, 1497
One: This is God’s Word for God’s People.
All: Thanks be to God.
Sermon
*Hymn #210

Show up!

Lisa Allgood

Hear, O My Lord, I See Thee

Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
We offer Communion during the worship service on the first Sunday of each month. We welcome anyone who
proclaims Christ as Savior to partake. The Communion table is not restricted to Presbyterians. During the
service, church elders will distribute the elements, while the congregation remains seated in the pews.
The Invitation
The Thanksgiving
The Words of Institution
The Communion
We will share in the body together. You may drink of the cup when desired.
The Prayer of Blessing

*Apostles Creed
All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Hymn #122

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Benediction
Postlude
Improvisation on Divinum Mysterium
Hayden Glasgow, Organ Scholar
*Those who are able, please stand.

Welcome to Lisa Allgood, Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of Cincinnati.
Lisa will be leading in worship and communion today while Pastor Bob continues his vacation. If
you have pastoral needs while Pastor Bob is gone, please leave a message on the church phone
and he will be in contact with you.
Looking Ahead — January 9, 2022
Due to Pastor Bob’s vacation, our Service of Healing and Wholeness will be held on January 9,
2022. If you would like to gather for prayer, meet in the Bride’s Room to the west of the sanctuary directly following worship.
During the next several weeks we will be exploring the power and possibilities of New Year Resolutions. The story of Jesu’s Baptism is the platform for this sermon series. From it we will do
some moderately deep dives into the Bible to discover first, that God plans the future; second we
need to plan our future in alignment with God's plan; and third, how do we know God's
plan? This series will involve some Scripture text searches in the Bible, bring your own personal
Bible with some note paper tucked inside. You may use the pew Bible, but since this is the time
of year to begin new "habits", start bringing your own.

This Week at Covenant-First
Sunday, January 2
10:30 AM — Worship
11:30 AM — Fellowship Time
Wednesday, January 5
No Brown Bag Bible Study
Friday, January 7
9 AM to 1 PM — Funeral for members of Carmel Presbyterian Church
Saturday, January 8
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study in the Chapel
Planning Ahead
Sunday, January 9
9 AM — Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM — Adult Sunday School
9:30 AM — Teen Bible Study
10:30 AM — Worship
11:30 AM — Service of Healing and Wholeness in the Bride’s Room
11:30 AM — Fellowship Time
Wednesday, January 12
12 PM — Brown Bag Bible Study
Saturday, January 15
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study in the Chapel

Save-the-date: Our fourth annual Organ Festival, in partnership with the University of
Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, is set for February 26 and 27, 2022. Renowned
organist Bruce Neswick will lead a Master Class for CCM organ students on Saturday morning,
February 26, and he’ll give a recital on Sunday afternoon, February 27 at 4 PM, with a light
reception following. Watch for more details in coming weeks, but mark your calendars now!

