Welcome to Covenant-First Presbyterian Church
Whether you attend Covenant-First Presbyterian Church on a regular basis or are here for the first time, we
are glad you are here. Covenant-First Presbyterian Church was founded in 1790, and has been a part of
downtown Cincinnati ever since. Our almost 2,000 pound tower bell is from the Paul Revere Foundry in
Boston, and first rang from the steeple of one of our earliest buildings. This building was completed in 1875,
and the Austin Pipe Organ dates to 1915, with its approximately 3,500 pipes. We have traditional worship
with Bible-based preaching each week. Our music program is enhanced by our Music Scholar program and
we are excited to have them lead in worship most Sundays.
If you need help with directions to restrooms, the fellowship hall, or to the lower level nursery, the person
who greeted you this morning will be glad to help you.
Children and worship
We delight in children, and your children are always welcome to stay with you in worship. However, if you
would prefer nursery care for your infants and toddlers, we do have a professionally staffed nursery in the
lower level. We invite children ages 2 years to 5 years to participate in Junior Church. If your child wants to
participate in Junior Church, you may escort them to the lower level during the singing of the Doxology.
You may then pick your child up following the service from the downstairs classrooms.
Parking
Validated parking is available in the adjacent garage for all worship services. Please pick up a validation sticker and apply the sticker to your parking ticket to use for validation. Then simply scan your ticket with the
sticker at the parking gate on your way out of the garage. If you are unsure how to obtain your parking sticker, any greeter or our security personnel will be happy to assist you.
Fellowship Time
After worship, we invite you to gather with us in Metzger Hall for a reception featuring coffee, treats, and
encouraging conversation. Many of us travel from a distance to join together in worship on Sunday mornings, and we find this weekly fellowship time to be a valuable and enriching time for us to catch up and
meet new people. Please join us!
About us
If you are interested in learning more about Covenant-First Presbyterian Church, please pick up any of the
literature located on the back tables, see your morning greeter, contact the church office at 513-621-4144, or
visit our website at www.covfirstchurch.org.

Service for the Lord’s Day
Pre-Service Music
Nimm von uns, Herr, BuxWV 207
Hayden Glasgow, Organ Scholar

Dietrich Buxtehude

Concerns of the Congregation

Call to Worship
Deuteronomy 10
Brian Calfano
One: The Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God.
All: He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the stranger,
giving him food and clothing.
One: You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name alone you
shall swear.
All: He is your praise, and he is your God, who has done for you these great and
awesome things that your eyes have seen.
Prelude
Improvisation on Lyons
Hayden Glasgow, Organ Scholar

Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell
Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and
onto the living Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Hymn #21

O Worship the King, All Glorious Above

*Invocation
All: Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to thee, so guide our minds, so fill
our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly thine, utterly
dedicated unto thee; and then use us, we pray thee, as thou wilt, and always to thy
glory and the welfare of thy people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
*Prayer of Confession
All: Holy God, we confess to you that we have sinned. We confess the sins that no one
knows and the ones that everyone knows; the sins that are a burden to us, and the
ones that do not bother us because we have grown comfortable with them. We
confess our sins as a church. We have not loved one another as Christ loved us. We
have not forgiven one another as we have been forgiven. We have not given
ourselves in love and service for the world as Christ gave himself for us. Father,
forgive us. Send the Holy Spirit to us, that he may give us power to live as you
have called us to live through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Moments of Silent Confession
*Assurance of Pardon
Romans 8 and 2 Corinthians 5
One: Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ
rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new
creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.
This is the Good News.
All: Thanks be to God.
*Gloria Patri #575

Glory Be to the Father

*Anthem
The Majesty and Glory of Your Name
Tom Fettke
Covenant Choir
When I gaze into the night skies and see the work of your fingers; the moon and stars
suspended in space.
Oh, what is man that you are mindful of him? You have given man a crown of glory and
honor, and have made him a little lower than the angels. You have put him in charge of all
creation: Beasts of the field, the birds of the air, the fish of the sea. Oh, what is man?
Oh, what is man that you are mindful of him?
O Lord, our God the majesty and glory of your name transcends the earth and fills the
heavens. O Lord, our God; little children praise you perfectly, and so would we.
And so would we.
Alleluia! Alleluia! The majesty and glory of Your name. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Offertory
If With All Your Hearts from Elijah
Felix Mendelssohn
Jarrett Hazleton, tenor
If with all your heart ye truly seek me, ye shall ever surely find me, thus saith our God.
If with all your heart ye truly seek me, ye shall ever surely find me, thus saith our God.
Thus, saith our God.
Oh, that I knew where I might find him, that I might even come before his presence.
Oh, that I knew where I might find him, that I might even come before his presence,
come before his presence. Oh, that I knew where I might find him.
If with all your heart ye truly seek me, ye shall ever surely find me, thus saith our God.
Ye shall ever surely find me, thus saith our God.
*Doxology #572

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn #350

Open My Eyes, That I May See

Scripture Lesson

Numbers 13:1-2, 17-33
Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson
Pew Bible pg. 104
Large Print Bible pg. 227
One: This is God’s Word for God’s People.
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Seeing Your Future with Faith
(Part 2)

*Hymn #326

Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson

God of Our Life, through All the Circling Years

Reception of New Members

See Insert

*Benediction
Postlude
Andrew Hackett, Organist

Improvisation on Sandon

*Those who are able, please stand
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God by
Ann Thinnes in honor and in memory of Tom Thinnes on his birthday!
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This morning we will receive new members into the Covenant-First family!

Covenant-First Presbyterian
Membership Vows
Questions for the new members:
Do you confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead? Through Jesus do you know God as your Heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit as
your Teacher, and Provider of spiritual gifts?
Do you promise to live as a follower of Jesus Christ in this church by participating in worship, bearing witness to your faith, studying God’s Word, sharing in the life of the church,
serving others, and exercising good stewardship of God’s gifts to you?
Will you come under the spiritual direction of the leadership of this congregation?

Welcome New Members
Sophia K. Colclasure
(618) 838-5964
120 East Freedom Way, Apt. 401N
Cincinnati, OH 45202
Birthday: December 24
Email: sophiacolclasure@yahoo.com
Hugh J. Ralston
(805) 377-8891
698 Aylor Lane
Walton, KY 41094
Birthday: June 6
Email: hugh1021@att.net
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This Week at Covenant-First
Sunday, January 30
9 AM — Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM — Adult Sunday School
9:30 AM — Teen Bible Study
10:30 AM — Worship
11:30 AM — Fellowship Time
12 Noon — Nominating Committee in the Ruth Fox Conference Room
Monday, January 31
6:30 PM — Session Meeting in the Chapel
Wednesday, February 2
12 PM — Brown Bag Bible Study
Saturday, February 5
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study in the Chapel
Planning February 6
9 AM — Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM — Adult Sunday School
9:30 AM — Teen Bible Study
10:30 AM — Worship and Communion
11:30 AM — Fellowship Time
11:30 AM — Service of Healing and Wholeness in the Ruth Fox Conference Room
Wednesday, February 9
12 PM — Brown Bag Bible Study
Saturday, February 12
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study in the Chapel
Looking Ahead — February 6
Next Sunday, February 6, will be a communion Sunday — we will look forward to gathering
around the Lord’s Table. We will also take another look at the Vision of Covenant-First as we
step into this new year of our future as God’s people. Our text will be Habakkuk 2:1-3. God
tells the prophet to “see the vision and write it down.” Our congregation has a vision statement
that is written and we will examine it for the riches of God that are in that statement and guide
us into the future. Following worship there will be a time of prayer, laying on of hands, and
anointing with oil for any who are not feeling well or have a medical condition to bring to our
service of healing and wholeness. We will gather in the Ruth Fox Conference Room at the rear
of the sanctuary.

