Service for the Lord’s Day
Pre-Service Music
Andrew Hackett, Organist

Sonata IV in B-flat, mvt. iii

Felix Mendelssohn

Concerns of the Congregation

Call to Worship
Psalm 73:28; 84:1-2
One: It is good to be near God;
All: Make the Lord your refuge and tell of all his works,
One: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts!
All: My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord
One: My heart sings for joy to the living God!
Prelude
Andrew Hackett, Organist

Sonja Vernon

Improvisation on Lauda Anima

Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell
Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and
onto the living Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Hymn #26

Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven

*Invocation
*Prayer of Confession
All: Eternal and gracious God, we praise you, for you are just and true. Your love is
with us always. In your grace, you call us to confess our sin and receive your
mercy. Many times we have done what we should not have done. We know this
is true, so we acknowledge it before you. Many times we also have not done what
we should have done. We know this is true as well, so we admit it in your
presence. Help us to serve you joyfully, so you may receive the honor. We pray
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Moments of Silent Confession

*Assurance of Pardon
Romans 5:1
One: Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. This
morning, know that you have been justified by faith, made right with God and through Christ Jesus your
sins are forgiven. This is our Good News!
All: Thanks be to God!

*Gloria Patri #575

Glory Be to the Father

*Anthem
Covenant Choir

It is Well with My Soul

Horatio Spafford
arr. Mary McDonald

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, you have taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest assurance control;
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and has shed his own blood for my soul!
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, praise the Lord, praise the Lord, oh my soul!
And, Lord haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, even so, it is well with my soul!
It is well, it is well, with my soul, with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul!
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Offertory
Lead Me Lord
Zach Burnham, tenor; Emilio Vasquez, baritone

George Fredric Handel

Lead me, Lord, lead me evermore; lead me in thy righteousness now and evermore.
Let thy love, thy tender mercies be upon me, for thy law is my delight;
quicken me in thy loving kindness,
Lead me, Lord, lead me evermore; lead me in thy righteousness now and evermore.
Teach me, Lord, the way of thy statues;
teach me, Lord, all thy commandments, for thy law is my delight.
Lead me, Lord, lead me evermore; lead me in thy righteousness now and evermore.
I shall praise thee now and evermore.
*Doxology #572

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn #378

Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak

Scripture Lesson

Philippians 2:19-30
Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson
Pew Bible Page 831, Large Print Bible Page 1828
I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you.
I have no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for your welfare. For everyone looks out for their own
interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his
father he has served with me in the work of the Gospel. I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things
go with me. And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon.

But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-worker and fellow soldier, who is
also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. For he longs for all of you and is distressed because
you heard he was ill. Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but
also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see
him again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. So then, welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and
honor people like him, because he almost died for the work of Christ. He risked his life to make up for the help
you yourselves could not give me.
One: This is God’s Word for God’s People.
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

How to be Ministry Partners

*Hymn see pg. 9

Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson

We are Called as Partners in Christ’s Service

*Benediction
Postlude

Fugue in G Minor

Johannes Brahms

Hayden Glasgow, Organ Scholar
*Those who are able, please stand.
***********
The flowers on the communion table are given to the glory of God and
in memory of a loving Mother, Grandmother, and Great-Grandmother,
Laura Ross from Don, Carl, David and Ruth Ross.

Deacon’s Open Forum — Today after worship in the Chapel
Thank you to those who filled the Deacon’s survey. Now the Deacons would like your feedback!
Today the Deacons are opening their regularly scheduled meeting for anyone to attend and join the
conversation. Please plan to attend this open forum beginning at noon in the Chapel. This is a time
to share your thoughts and ideas with the Deacons. Questions? See any deacon: Charlotte Goering, Barbara Lambing, Jennifer Maxwell, Joan McAlonan, Nancy Smith.
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This Week at CFPC
Sunday, September 25
9:15 AM — Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM — Adult Sunday School
9:30 AM — Youth Bible Study
10:30 AM — Worship
11:30 AM — Fellowship Time in Metzger Hall
11:45 AM — Deacon’s Meeting/Open Forum
Wednesday, September 28
12 PM — Brown Bag Bible Study
Saturday, October 1
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study in the Chapel
Planning Ahead at CFPC
Sunday, October 2
9:15 AM — Choir Rehearsal
9:15 AM — Adult Sunday School
9:30 AM — Youth Bible Study
10:30 AM — Worship
11:30 AM — Neighborhood Fellowship
Wednesday, October 5
12 PM — Brown Bag Bible Study

Next Sunday we will join together
in the Lord's Supper or Communion. Sunday, October 2, is known
as World Communion Sunday. We
join with our sisters and brothers
of Christian Faith in every nation
around the Table of the Lord.
Let's pray for our common mission of sharing the Gospel of
Christ Jesus Christ.

Saturday, October 8
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study in the Chapel
11 AM — Downtown Living Tour

Looking Ahead — Sunday, October 2
It's our custom at Covenant-First to have the Lord's Supper on the first Sunday of every month. In our Presbyterian heritage we are encouraged to have the Lord's Supper as
often as weekly — and that was John Calvin's preference. (Calvin was a dominant influencer in the Presbyterian stream of the Protestant Reformation). Next Sunday we
will begin teaching from Philippians 3, which is the Apostle Paul's "autobiography". He describes
how he discovered that salvation comes only from God's grace. Interestingly, he discovered that his
pedigree Jewish faith, knowledge of Scripture and rabbinic heritage counted for nothing when it
came to knowing Jesus salvation. It is all grace . . . more on that next week.

