
Pre-Service Music        Improvisation on How Brightly the Morning Star Shines      
Andrew Hackett, Organist 

 
Concerns of the Congregation    

 
Call to Worship  Rev. Dr. Robert C. Anderson 

One: Hark, hark, the wise eternal word, 
All: like a weak infant cries! 
One: In form of servant is the Lord, 
All: and God in cradle lies.  
One: We kneel beside the baby bed 
All: holy love fills us now! 
One: His name, Lord Jesus, must be said,  
All: Our humbled hearts before him bow.  

 
Prelude  Away in a Manager Arr. Andrew Hackett 
Andrew Hackett, Organist   
    
Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell 

Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and  
onto the living Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
*Hymn #103 vs. 1,4 O Come All Ye Faithful   

 
*Christmas Prayer  Rev. Dr. Robert C. Anderson 
       All: God our Father, your word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem.   
        Grant that the light of faith may illumine our hearts and shine in our words  
        and deeds.  May this Christmas wonder so overwhelm us that we cannot help   
        but speak your name at which every knee must bow and every tongue confess  
       that Jesus is Lord.  We pray through him who is Christ our Lord, who lives and  
       reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

 
*Invocation  
 
 
 

Service for the Lord’s Day 



 
*Prayer of Confession   

One: Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in your presence as your children.  
 We have sinned:  
All: Forgive and heal us.  
One: Young Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
All: We have been disobedient to your will.  
One: We have sinned:  
All: Forgive and heal us. 
One: Your Son our Savior was born in poverty in a manger. 
All: Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
One: We have sinned: 
All: Forgive and heal us. 
One; The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. We have 
 sinned: 
All: Forgive and heal us. 

 
*Moments of Silent Confession  

 
*Assurance of  Pardon  

One: Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays 
 for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe 
 the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven.  This is the Good News.   
All:  Thanks be to God.  

 
*Gloria Patri #575      Glory Be to the Father 

 
Carol Sing Carols are included beginning on page 8 of the bulletin. 
#120 vs. 1,4 Joy to the World 
#109 vs. 1,4 Once in Royal David’s City 
#104 vs. 1,4 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
#106 vs. 1,3 Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 
#107 vs. 1,3 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 

During the singing of Gentle Mary Laid Her Child we invite all 
children to come to the front for a Children’s Time. 

 
Children’s Time Blessing of the Crib Pastor Bob 

 



*Hymn see bulletin pg. 13 Away in a Manager 

 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
 forever. Amen.  

 
Offertory  O Holy Night Adolphe Adam  
Andrew Hackett, Organist 

  
*Doxology #572 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
  Please note: Today children are encouraged to stay in the worship service. 

   
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
*Hymn #124 vs. 1, 2, 5 Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 

 
Scripture Lesson   
Old Testament Isaiah 9:6-7 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, estab-
lishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this.  

New Testament    Luke 1:28-30  
The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary 
was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 
kingdom will never end.” 

 
One:  This is God’s Word for God’s People.          
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 



Sermon  The Government will be  Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson 
  on His shoulders 

 
*Hymn #115 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 
*Christmas Blessing 

One: Let the love that shaped earth and heaven  
All: Dwell within us this Christmas.  
One: Let the love that created humanity  
All: Dwell within us this Christmas.  
One: Let the love that overcomes suffering and hatred  
All: Dwell within us this Christmas.  
One: Let the love that causes us to rejoice with loved ones  
All: Dwell within us this Christmas.  
One: Let the love that forgives and renews  
All: Dwell within us this Christmas.  
One: Let the love that brings reconciliation after separation  
All: Dwell within us this Christmas.  
One: Let the love that brings the blessing of peace  
All: Dwell within us this Christmas.  
One: May we share that peace with all people near and far.  
All: Amen 

   
*Benediction    
  
Postlude Improvisation on Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  
Andrew Hackett, Organist 
 
 
*Those who are able, please stand. 
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Verses 1 & 4 
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Verses 1 & 4 
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Verses 1 & 4 



 

 10 

Verses 1 & 4 
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Verses 1 & 3 
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Verses 1 & 3 
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This Week at CFPC 
Sunday, December 25 
10:30 AM — Christmas Morning Family Worship 
No Sunday School, children’s programming and nursery during worship and no 
Fellowship Time this Sunday. 
 
Wednesday, December 28 
No Brown Bag Bible Study 
 
Friday, December 30 
Courier Deadline 
 
Saturday, December 31 — New Year’s Eve 
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study 
 
Planning Ahead at CFPC 
Sunday, January 1 — New Year’s Day 
10:30 AM — Family Worship 
No Sunday School or Fellowship Time this Sunday. 
 
Wednesday, January 4 
12 Noon —  Brown Bag Bible Study 
 
Saturday, January 7 
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
Looking Ahead — Sunday, January 1 
New Year Day, January 1, we will gather for worship as usual. With grateful hearts our scripture 

will guide us to how God creates all things new. We will share in the Lord’s Sup-
per and also participate in the Service for the Reaffirmation of the Baptismal 
Covenant.  This will be a time for all of us to refresh our commit to following 
Jesus and his ministry through the Church.  This will be a very special time for 
new beginnings in our Christian discipleship.  On January 8 we will have a 
unique visit from the first century as the Magi join us for worship.  

      

 

 

The church office will be closed 
Wednesday December 28 
through Friday, December 30. 


